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E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Protec t ion  Agency's Proposed I n t e r i m  Guidance on 
T r a n s u r a n i c s  i n  t h e  Environment  

BACKGROUND : * 

Attached f o r  your  i n f o r m a t i o n  and review are t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
P r o t e c t i o n  Agency's (EPA) draf t  g u i d a n c e  and background documents 
on  transuranics i n  t h e  environment .  EPA has p l a c e d  t h i s  guidance  
on a fas t  track and proposes t o  adopt it as i n t e r i m  guidance .  We 
expect Mary Walker t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  d r a f t  g u i d a n c e  from EPA by 
l e t t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  few days for Department o f  Energy  (DOE) 
c o n c u r r e n c e .  I n  t h e  meant ime,  I am c o o r d i n a t i n g  a Headquarters 
(HQ) r e v i e w  o f  t h e  document l e a d i n g  t o  a s ta f f  d e c i s i o n  on whether 
t o  recommend DOE . c o n c u r r e n c e .  P r e s e n t l y ,  those o f  u s  at DOE HQ 
t h a t  have  been  f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  EPA e f f o r t  have c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  our 
dec is ion  w i l l  be h e a v i l y  weighted  by the fact  t h a t  g u i d a n c e  i s  
neeeded, we have g o t t e n  about a l l  c o n c e s s i o n s  from EPA t h a t  we c a n  
hope for, and EPA c a n  p u t  o u t  " i n t e r i m "  g u i d a n c e  w i t h o u t  DOE 
c o n c u r r e n c e .  

P lease  l e t  me know i n  t h e  n e x t  two weeks i f  you h a v e  a n y  s t r o n g  
f e e l i n g s  c o n c e r n i n g  any aspect o f  t h e  guidance  or i f  you i d e n t i f y  
any i n c o r r e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  or data i n  t h e  background documents.  
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